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Press-release No.7 from July 26, 2006

Round 4 - Katerina Lahno takes the lead

The most important occurrence of the fourth round is the win of the Ukrainian player Katerina Lahno over Nadezhda Kosintseva, which made her sole current leader. In Spanish game Katerina playing black and featuring well planned and drilled opening was more confident. It was not till the time trouble stage though that white through several sort of random moves started to show any signs of inevitable defeat. 

Viktorija Čmilyte did her first win at the tournament. She was rather meticulous and even academic to open the game. It seemed at a certain moment that a most probable outcome – a draw - was just in some two-three moves. Then Tatiana Kosintseva was likely enough to get herself an accident: she left her strategic b6 pawn under no protection instead of advancing it, eventually lost it and having a pawn too less she could not resist the white’s pressure.

Maya Chiburdanidze, white, quite unexpectedly was not able to beat Hou Yifan. Being solid in the opening World’s multi-time champion accumulated resolute advantage. Closer to the end of game through mutual inaccuracies black stood with no chances rather than to surrender and then a true miracle happened – cool-minded Maya, no matter how hard she tried against sharp and smart Hou, did not manage to realize her huge advantage. 
Game Zhu Chen v Antoaneta Stefanova developed nervously. With early move 5 white showed no will to sharpen Spanish play in any way resisting in the meantime to more pushing and vital Bulgarian player. Advantage shifted from one player to another with no power enough to become decisive and then there emerged a classic Rooks end game with inevitable draw.   
Finally, few words about game Lilit Mkrtchan v Svetlana Matveeva. Both players were not lucky with any wins at the tournament so far and this time Lilit presented herself quite willing to achieve better and she nearly succeeded. In a known position of French defence black had to resist in quite a laborious and uncomfortable manner. Like it was yesterday having a prevailing material advantage Lilit Mkrtchan had only to put up with eternal check.

After four rounds the table reads as follows: Katerina Lahno – 3.5 points, Zhu Chen - 3 points, Antoaneta Stefanova, Maya Chiburdanidze - 2.5 points, Hou Yifan, Nadezhda Kosintseva - 2 points, Lilit Mkrtchan, Viktorija Čmilyte - 1.5 points, Svetlana Matveeva - 1 point, Tatiana Kosintseva – 0.5 point.
The Women’s “North Urals Cup – 2006” fifth round’s pairs are:

Svetlana Matveeva v Viktorija Čmilyte

Antoaneta Stefanova v Lilit Mkrtchan

Hou Yifan v Zhu Chen

Katerina Lahno v Maya Chiburdanidze

Tatiana Kosintseva v Nadezhda Kosintseva

Katerina Lahno does not consider herself a threat to Russian players. 

At the press conference after round four Viktorija Čmilyte and Katerina Lahno shared their impressions on the wins over Russian players Tatiana and Nadezhda Kosintsevas sisters. By the way it was Viktorija Čmilyte’s first win at the tournament. Commenting on the last day’s game that counted more than 120 moves she confessed that she was looking for a right moment to declare surrender, then decided to stand to the last and did finally manage to save a game. This day’s game was marked with a soon extra pawn and unsure defense of her opponent to secure a win for Viktorija.
Katerina Lahno’s game lasted for longest today. In her words in end game with extra quality versus her two pawns her opponent had good chances for a draw. But being time pressed Nadezhda Kosintseva began to err and failed to keep balance. “When you have little time it is easier to play with a Rook rather than with a Bishop”, - added Katerina.
Despite the wins over Kosintsevas sisters Katerina does not consider herself a threat to Russian players, because there are many, Svetlana Matveeva in particular, she did not meet before at the chess-table.

Winners of the youth tournament are decided.

Within the frames of the Women’s “North Urals Cup – 2006” today there took place a youth tournament which defined the winners. 
The tournament played in 9 rounds took three days. Like it was last year 44 young players from 8 towns of Sverdlovsk province took part in that tournament.

The first place was taken by Y.Mazyrin (Krasnoturinsk), the second – by S.Burdin (Krasnoturinsk), the third – by M.Shinkarenko (Serov).  

Among girls the first and second winners are from Ekaterinburg – E.Rassokhina and M.Lysenko respectively. The third place went to Y.Trubitsina (N.Tagil).

The strongest among students and working youth is M.Solomentsev (Krasnoturinsk), the second and third strongest - A.Mazurkin (Ivdel) and V.Ragozin (Vostochny settlement). 

Also there were youth tournament’s special prizes from the Municipal Sports Committee to nominate I.Manakova (Ekaterinburg) and G.Nikitin (Krasnoturinsk). 

Contacts in respect of accreditation and additional information should be made to the press-attaché of the Supertournament Ms.Nataly Khamidova.
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