Athens, 31-03-2005

FIDE has today opened the bidding procedure for the 2005 World Chess Championship Tournament (WCCT). We are also today publishing the regulations for the Tournament.

On the 28th of April 2005 the bidding procedure shall be closed, unless FIDE receives an open offer of 1.200.000 USD (see article 2.5.1 of the regulations) until the 15th of April. 

A potential organizer has to follow this procedure:

The applicant shall pay a non-refundable fee of USD 1,000 (one thousand) to obtain the obligatory bidding form and the necessary information from the FIDE Secretariat. 

Each proposal shall be delivered in a sealed envelope to the FIDE Secretariat in Athens before the deadline of 28th April 2005, 12:00 GMT.

When the deadline has expired, the FIDE President or his representative shall open the received envelopes in order to assess the bids.

The FIDE President, after having consulted the World Chess Championship Committee, shall decide which applicant shall be chosen according to the criteria of the WCC Tournament regulations. FIDE shall, after the decision is made, announce the successful Organizer and the selected venue for the Tournament.  

FIDE may exercise the right to reject any bid application if the required conditions as stated in Regulations are not met or the financial offer is unsatisfactory.

No bidder can have a sponsor advertising tobacco and/or alcohol.

