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Let me share with you several ideas and facts from Russian experience of chess work at schools. Russia is the world leader in the field of methodics  of teaching chess and organization of school chess life. I hope that experience we have will be interesting and helpful to you. 


Thus, today nobody argues that chess provides unique opportunities for teaching, educating and upbringing children of different age groups. Chess has many important social missions. One of them is pedagogical mission. It is oriented towards development of creative abilities of pupils, responsibility, their independence in decision-making processes in different situations when they have to be extremely attentive and careful in their judgments. Chess demand high level of culture and discipline of cognitive activities. 


Despite the fact that chess is available, easy and attractive kind of sport, it contributes greatly to all-round harmonic education of a person with no respect to his age, profession, sport chess qualification. 


That is the reason why chess is one of the most effective way of development pupils’ creative abilities and that is why chess is used very often now as a pedagogical tool in the system of school education. 

Modern Russian (former Soviet) school includes two direction of school chess work in comprehensive schools. The first direction may be called “sport direction”. As a rule, a professional coach is working at school. Usually, he is a chess-player with rating 1800-2000. He is teaching chess at primary school. These chess lessons are included into the curriculum. In the second half of the day everybody is invited by this coach to continue learning chess at optional courses in the framework of sport section. 



Sometimes (it depends on the local conditions) a school has either compulsory lesson of chess in the curriculum or chess optional course after the classes at sport section. The latter variant is spread more widely than the first one. 



In both cases a couch faces three main tasks:

a) to teach children the rules of the chess and cultivate love to chess in them.

b) to select from the group of those who find chess very interesting game, the most gifted pupils and propose to them continue their chess education more thoroughly (usually at sport school).

c) to provide participation of the pupils in chess competitions of different level and to struggle for the high sport results. 

An ambitious school coach who is constantly working in the field of his profession may have very good and even excellent results approximately in five or six years since the start of his work at school. 

The second direction in the field of teaching pupils chess may be named 
”pedagogical direction”. The main peculiarity of this direction is in the personality of a teacher. Chess lessons are held not by the coach but by the teacher who plays chess. This difference is very important, as a teacher isn’t aimed at reaching the highest sport results by his or her pupils. His aim is different one. A teacher uses chess for the development of intellectual abilities of pupils. He applies different special methodics based on chess material. 


Modern psychology teaches us that concrete cognitive activity is a result of inner plan formed beforehand. Chess represents excellent model for teaching children to create inner plans of cognitive activities. When children get acquainted with chess, they first are taught how to move pieces on the board. Then they are taught how to move pieces in their minds and even how to calculate variants with many moves. This is the example of forming of inner plan of cognitive activity. Thanks to this activity the skills that are developing can be used at any sphere of life. 


It should be taken into consideration that the processes of acquiring of methods of cognitive activities, forming skills of creation of inner plan of actions are developing very intensively when children are of early school age. These processes are completed up to 10-12 years. That is why, chess may be taught to children since 5-6 years. 


If a teacher of chess follows the “pedagogical direction” he does not speed up the events. He “leads” his group during one or two or three years. He does not only want his pupils to learn the basic theory and practice of chess. Moreover, he develops fantasy, logic, attention, operative memory, peculiar features of character, etc. 


That is why the work according to “pedagogical direction” presupposes  use (or creation!) of special programs based on chess materials for educating pupils. These programs should contain methods, devices and concrete exercises to exert influence upon particular intellectual functions of the pupils. Usually it is done by creating positions on a chess board aimed at development of this or that psychic function of a child. These exercises a teacher can prepare himself as he knows intellectual peculiarities of his pupils. 


Here is a simple example of the development of creative thinking of a first-year pupil who has just learned the rules of the game. The beginner knows that a piece can be won if it is attacked. But a teacher wants him to find the solution in three moves in the position when a white rook and a bishop have to catch black knight. The beginner can not manage to attack the black knight as it always runs away. The only way to catch the knight is to close him at the corner of the board, i.e.  to limit his mobility. When a beginner makes this little discovery, he becomes inspired and enthusiastic. Since that first discovery the desire to continue solving alike tasks and position appears in him. And what is even more important is the fact that the beginner starts believe in his or her own power and possibilities. 


The first year of teaching chess when playing characteristics of only six pieces are used, can lead to the development of great abilities for forming inner plan of action by children themselves. 


Selection of such exercises, structuring them according to particular characteristics and tasks contributes greatly to the development of intellectual abilities of children in the process of chess learning. This approach reveals the main sense (task) of “pedagogical direction” in teaching children chess. 

And now let me turn to the brief analysis of chess manuals and textbooks for schools. It is clear that the choice of sport or pedagogical direction methodics in teaching chess presupposes the choice of this or that chess textbook. 


Learning of basic chess rules and following perfection of sport skills presupposes usage of different textbooks. Every country has very many chess textbooks as well as authors who write them. The choice of this or that textbook depends on the teacher and his personal professional experience. 


For example, when I was writing textbooks I followed the idea that the textbook should be comprehensible and entertaining. The main part of illustrations and samples I took out from children’ games. Probably, mentioned above peculiarities seemed to be attractive for the publishers in many countries. Anyway, several of my manuals were edited in Russian, English, German,  French and Greek languages. 


But it seems much more important to discuss the textbooks that are used in pedagogical direction methodics. We really lack these textbooks – we have only few of them. For example, in Russia exists only one author who has been working out pedagogical direction in teaching chess for many years. His name is Igor Sukhin. His methodics are approved of by Ministry of Education of Russian Federation and it is recommended as a typical methodics for primary classes of comprehensive schools. The course “Chess for School” was written in a brief space of time; it is notable that ideas of outstanding Russian psychologists were realized from the first lessons. Three kinds of exercises were worked out for each chess-man: 

a) only white chess-man moves and captures, and the black are immovable; here a child learns to create and realize his/her own threats without any counteraction of the opponent;

b) only a white chess-man moves but it can’t occupy squares attacked by hostile chess-men; here one should already keep an eye on the squares attacked by chess forces of the partner;

c) players make moves in turn, as is customary in the game of chess; here a pupil considers the best moves of the opponent and overcomes adversary’s resistance. 

As an illustrative material to the programs I. Sukhin prepared several manuals and textbooks that are based on modern achievements in pedagogics and psychology of teaching little children. There have been already published Programs for Three Years of Teaching (1994-1998), the textbook for the first form of primary school “Chess, First Year, or Where Squares are Full of Mystery and Wonder” (1998), the manual for a teacher “Chess, First Year, or Teach and Study” (1999), the textbook for the second form “Chess, Second Year, or We Play and Win” (2003), the manual for a teacher: “Chess, Second Year, or Teach and Study” (2004) and other books. Each of the books has got the signature stamp “Recommended by Ministry of Education of Russia”. Those interested in works of I. Sukhin can find them at http://chess555.narod.ru. Information article by I. Sukhin about teaching chess at primary school will be published among other materials of FIDE Committee “Chess in Schools” at this FIDE Congress. 


Finally, I would like to tell you about several very important organizational solutions made in Russia for the sake of development school chess. The order of Ministry of Education of Russia # 2211 dated 18th of May 2004, “About the Development of Chess Education in the System of Education of Russian Federation” is entirely dedicated to the ancient game. According to the order there was established Coordinating Council of the Development of Chess Education in the System of Education of Russian Federation, headed by repeated champion of the world A.E. Karpov, and accepted the Program of Measures for the Development of  Chess Education in The System of Education of Russian Federation for 2004-2006 years. 


This order presupposes establishment of the Course of preparing pedagogical staff for teaching chess; organization of several number of national mass school chess competitions; foundation of “Sample schools” where chess lessons will be included into the general curriculum.  


One more important event took place in Moscow. It was the foundation of Chair of Pedagogics and organization of chess work  in Russian State Social University. This Chair teaches and prepares teachers of chess. 25 students annually enter the Chair. Approximately half of them are admitted according to their results in All-Russian Chess Olympiad among school-leavers of compulsory secondary schools. These type of Olympiads are our know-how. Only those school-leavers who wish to become chess teachers are invited to take part in the Olympiad. Each Olympiad consists of three nominations: chess tournament, chess history quizzes, chess report competition. The students will study for a period of 5 years. Their specialty will be  “Social teacher” and they will master specialization of “Teacher of Chess”. The program of studying presupposes special courses in psychology, pedagogics, social work, theory and methods of teaching chess, practice in schools, summer children camps, and, surely, participation in the competitions, practice as organizers of chess events and judges. Thus, we can say that in Russia the State Program of preparing chess teachers has already been started.  

And I would like to draw your attention to one more very important idea. I would like to tell you about the activities of International School Chess Union. As an International organization the Union was founded in 1999.  Before it  ISCU executed its functions as one of the Russian public structures. In July 1998 Moscow was the capital of World Youth Games.  If fact, that Games were Children Olympic Games. Their program included chess competitions among school chess champions and school chess teams. The chess tournament was very popular – 600 children from 20 countries took part in chess competitions. The Games highlighted the necessity of establishment of an international organization that could coordinate school chess activities. This new organization had two main tasks – to provide children chess competitions and to develop “pedagogical” direction in school chess work. 


Since that time 5 years passed away and now ISCU has gained enough experience and power to propose to FIDE to establish “The Year of School Chess in FIDE countries”. It will be next year - 2005. And after this every year the ISCU proposes to provide world festivals among school champions, among school teams and among children chess clubs. The International Congress “Chess and School” will be the final event of the “Year of School Chess”. The Congress will be held in Moscow in December 2005. During the Congress pupil’s match “The World Team - The Russian team” will be held. The World team will consist of the winners of World Festivals of year 2005. The Russian Team will consist of the winners of alike tournaments that will take place in Russia in 2005. This match will be broadcasted in real time and the whole chess world will be able to see it. 


In the conclusion I would like to say that chess practice enters the life of school more and more deeply. Organizational activities contribute greatly to this. These activities become more and more perfect every year. More and more enthusiasts of school chess appear every year in different countries. That is why, we may believe that finally chess will be included into the national school curriculums as the subject enjoying full rights. 

