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FIDE RESPONSE TO THE STATEMENT BY THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE OF THE PONOMARIOV-KASPAROV WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH

Our attention has been drawn to the statements purportedly credited to the Organising Committee of the Ponomariov-Kasparov World Chess Championship match regarding the conditions which the World Champion wants FIDE to accept before he will agree to sign the players’ agreement for the match. The Organising Committee claimed in its statement that the 4 proposals of World Champion Ponomariov were officially sent to the FIDE President on 23 August 2003 without a written reply. For the avoidance of doubt, FIDE maintains that no official letter addressed to the FIDE President has been received in the Secretariat neither has one been sent from the Organisers to the FIDE President’s office in Moscow. We can confirm that unofficially, the information from the Organisers was received in the office of the President of Kalmykia in Elista, but without any signatures on the document, which was not on the official letterhead of the Organising Committee, in which the 4 proposals of World Champion R. Ponomariov were enumerated. In spite of this unofficial approach, FIDE communicated with the Manager of Mr. Ponomariov Mr. Silvio Danailov and the Organising Committee and informed them of FIDE’s response to these 4 proposals, which is again highlighted below in this document. Meanwhile, World Champion R. Ponomariov has not communicated his requests officially to FIDE, neither has he signed his players’ contract within the deadline stipulated by the Presidential Board. 

FIDE believes as a matter of principle, that the Organising Committee for any of its matches for the World Chess Championship should not be seen to take sides on behalf of any of the players involved in the Championship. Therefore, it is unfortunate that the Yalta 2003 Organising Committee is seen to be taking sides with World Champion R. Ponomariov in a matter that is strictly between the player and FIDE.

While FIDE appreciates that this unfortunate situation may have a reason due to misunderstanding, it also has the feeling that this situation has created confusion for World Champion R. Ponomariov, therefore in a last effort to save the match the FIDE President has decided to grant a further extension until 1200 noon Thursday 28 August 2003 to World Champion R. Ponomariov to sign and fax his player’s agreement to the FIDE Secretariat. 

The FIDE Presidential Board at its recent meeting in Abuja, Nigeria, 17 August 2003 emphasised that its duty, in line with the Prague Agreement, is to protect the overall authority of FIDE with regard to the World Chess Championship title. Therefore, for principle reasons, FIDE is giving for the last time, the following answers to the proposals of World Champion Ruslan Ponomariov, a process which it has fully documented since December 2002:

1. With regard to the request of World Champion Ruslan Ponomariov for the exclusion from his contract of any reference to the possibility for FIDE to replace the players of the match, FIDE rejects this proposal. This is based on the grounds that should such a proposal be accepted FIDE would run the risk that the World Champion or indeed any of the players can hold it to ransom on any frivolous reason. FIDE maintains that it should be able to act whenever necessary and as a matter of principle, when any of the players is in fundamental breach of the contract or regulations for the match.

2. FIDE welcomes the request of World Champion R. Ponomariov for the regulations for the World Chess Championship match as approved by the Presidential Board to be complied with. The only change is in the schedule for the match, where an extra free day is introduced in the event of the tie. This change, the basis of which has been communicated to World Champion R. Ponomariov and the Yalta Organising Committee, has been approved by the Presidential Board and is in line with the Regulations for the 2003 Ponomariov-Kasparov World Chess Championship match.

3. With regard to the issue of the appointment of a Russian-speaking Arbiter, FIDE has already accepted that one of the Arbiters that the President will appoint shall be from the list of 3 nominees submitted by World Champion R. Ponomariov.

4. FIDE understands and has already accepted that it is in the interest of fair play that the accredited laboratory for the anti-doping tests should be in a neutral country, not in Russia or the Ukraine.

In all of its negotiations with the players, FIDE has tried to maintain a fair balance between the two players. Contrary to the impression, which the recent statements have tried to portray, the FIDE leadership has accepted a lot of proposals of World Champion R. Ponomariov. At the same time, it has rejected nearly all of the proposals of Grandmaster Garry Kasparov, who incidentally has signed his players’ agreement without any conditions. We hope that if he really wants to play this match, World Champion R. Ponomariov will now proceed and sign his player’s agreement without any further reservations. For the avoidance of doubt, FIDE will insist that the hosting of any of its events shall be done with a strict sense of neutrality and fairness by the Organisers. Accordingly, FIDE shall demand that the hosting of the Ponomariov-Kasparov World Chess Championship match, starting 18 September 2003 in Yalta is done without any compromise of its principles of fairness to both players. After the deadline of 12 noon Thursday 28 August 2003 the FIDE President shall issue a statement regarding the future of the Ponomariov-Kasparov World Chess Championship match.

Lausanne, 26 August 2003.
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