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   From 22nd to 26th June 2013 a FIDE Trainers’ Seminar was held in Sari, Mazandran in Iran. The event 
took place in the ‘Naft Complex’, where the Asian Youth Chess Championships were parallel held as 
well. The seminar was held for 24 hours in 5 days and the Lecturer was GM & FST Efstratios Grivas 
(Greece - Secretary of the FIDE Trainers’ Commission). 
 
   Here are some photos from the luxurious seminar hall of the ‘Naft Complex’, which is owed by the 
state oil company of Iran: 
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   In the seminar 11 trainers (10 from Iran and 1 from Mongolia), participated. The seminar was co-
sponsored by the ‘Asian Chess Federation’. Its active President, Sheikh Shultan (1st photo) and the 
General Secretary Mr. Hisham Al-Taher (2nd photo - 2nd from left) are always willing to help the 
development of the Asian countries. 
 

 

 
   
 

 
 
   Well, 24 training hours was already a good experience for the trainees, but there also an examination 
and FIDE titles to be awarded as well. Here is the final table (FI= FIDE Instructor – FT= FIDE Trainer): 
 

FIDE Trainers’ Seminar - Sari  
     

  4 2013



Titles’ Award Table 
N Surname Name Birth Country FIDE ID Award
1 Abbasifar Hasan 12.09.1972 Iran 12501000 FT 
2 Ahmadinia Ebrahim 11.05.1986 Iran 12501891 FT 
3 Azamikia Mehran 10.01.1981 Iran 12502502 FI 
4 Ebrahimzadeh Mohammadnaghi 22.11.1969 Iran 12507555 FI 
5 Hosseini Seid Morteza 14.04.1982 Iran 12524530 FI 
6 Madani Kamran 21.03.1974 Iran 12501921 FT 
7 Manouchehri Shahram 12.01.1968 Iran 12501964 FI 
8 Sawadkuhi Massoud Amir 28.09.1942 Iran 4608020 FT 
9 Shariatpanahi Seyed Hamid 20.09.1976 Iran 12507387 FI 
10 Tserendorj Batsaikhan 12.08.1975 Mongolia 2023334 FI 
11 Zarinfam Arsalan 06.11.1984 Iran 12504262 FI 

 

   The seminar was co-organised by FIDE, the Asian Chess Federation, the FIDE Trainers’ Commission 
(TRG) and the Chess Federation of Islamic Republic of Iran. The ever active Iranian CF 
President and FIDE Vice-President Mr. Mohammad Jafar Kambuzia and the General Secretary Mr. 
Hadi Karimi, were very helpful and made everything possible to have a very well organized 
seminar. 
   Here is the usual ‘family photo’: 
 

 

 
   I had not too much knowledge about Iran beforehand. Just some history lessons on the ancient Persia 
and the famous wars with Greeks (which we won by the way - sorry guys!). Add Alexander’s the Great 
conquer and you have the full story of my ‘Persian experience’. Some things for the today Iran I knew 
from the news, but they had mostly to deal with some ‘unclear’ nuclear program and eternal fights… 
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      Above you can see a part of the playing hall of this year Asian Youth CC edition. 
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   And in the last photo (above) the Asian Chess Federation’s stuff in full power in the closing ceremony: 
Mr. Casto Abundo and Mr. Mehrdad Pahlevanzadeh. 
 
   In Iran I discovered many warm-hearted people and a beautiful country, full of resources and 
potentional. Chess is fully respected and continually developing, especially among the new generation, a 
fact that will sooner or later lead to another very well-respected global chess power. 
 
   I had a wonderful experience in the Sari seminar and I feel like thanking everybody who made it 
possible! I promised to return in the near future for more training and more experience to be gained by 
everybody! Thanks Iran! 
 

 
 
   Said last photo beforehand? Not really – a quiz for the readers: which is older? The Lecturer or the 
tree? 
 
   See you soon, 
 

GM & FST Efstratios Grivas 
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